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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All letters to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper Sackville-st. 

Communications from Mr. Collclte, Philalethes, and others, 
have been received, but necessarily postponed for want of room. 

Contributors of £1 per annum will be furnished with six copies, 
rnny of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. 



We beg those kind friends by whose subscrip- 
tions and contributions we have been supported 
during the past year, to remember that the sub- 
scriptions for the ensuing year are payable in 
advance, and may be forwarded to Mr. Curry, 
9, Upper Sackville-street, Dublin, by Post-office 
orders, or postage stamps. Those who wish the 
paper to be continued should do so without delay. 

We beg also to remind our readers that it is our in- 
tention to supply such of them as have preserved 
the Catholic Layman with a title-page and in- 
dex for the year 1852, free of expense. A few 
back numbers, to complete sets, may still be had, 
on application to the publisher ; price threepence 
each. 



Cjre (Sutjmlk faptmt. 



DUBLIN, DECEMBER, 1852. 



Some months ago (in our May number) we called 
the attention of our readers to the alleged mi- 
racles at Rimini, in Italy ; and having stated, from 
Roman Catholic authorities, the evidence on 
which they claim the assent of the faithful to 
their authenticity, we concluded with a question 
which we hoped that some of our intelligent Ro- 
man Catholic correspondents would have enabled 
us to answer — 

" Do the Roman Catholics of Ireland believe these 
•tories upon such evidence ? Do they put these mira- 
cles, and the proof of these miracles, on an equality 
with the miracles of our Blessed Saviour, and the proofs 
of those miracles ? If not, can they help acknowledging 
that these miracles are tricks and impositions ? And if 
so, can they account for the fact, that while these ac- 
counts are circulated far and wide among the Irish 
people, in the * Catholic Directory,' on the authority of 
the Bishop of Rimini himself, not one of the bishops or 
priests of Ireland, by whose subscriptions that ' Direc- 
tory' is circulated (and who are so zealous in pre- 
serving the laity from all that is dangerous to their 
faith and morals in the enlightened and profitable elu. 
eation of the Queen's Colleges), should ever have 
raised their voices to warn Catholics from believing the 
delusions which are sought to be spread among them, 
on the authority of the Bishop of Kimini and his con- 
federates? Truly the Roman Catholic laity of Ire- 
land are called upon, in such a case, to vindicate their 
common sense and judgment from the imputation of 
believing or submitting to such manifest impostures, 
and we shall rejoice to hear that they do so." 

We had hoped that Mr. Aylmer, Mr. Warner 
Christian Search, or some other of our educated 
correspondents would have come forward either 
to defend or to repudiate these alleged miracles. 
One thing is plain, that they are either genuine 
miracles, worked by the mighty power of God, or 
rile impostures, invented by the knavery of men. 
A neutral or unimportant matter none can allege 
them to be ; and taking place in the present day, in 
the heart of Italy, they must either confirm or 
shake the faith of thousands in the Church of 
Rome, for whose benefit they were, doubtless, effec- 
ted, whether they be genuine or whether they 
be not. A more important inquiry we can 
scarcely propose to any inquirer after religious 
truth, and we again call the attention of our cor- 
respondents to it. 

Our attention was recalled to the above sub- 
ject by a friend placing in our hands a number 
of " The Catholic Guardian," published Feb. 1, 
1852, in which the writer gravely attempts to 
prove the truth of transubstantiation by referring 



to the extraordinary miracles which authors of 
the first character (?) assert to have been wrought 
in support of it. The following extract is a sam- 
ple of them : — 

" Nicholas Serrarius relates, that when the Wickliff- 
ites first began to attack this dogma of the faith, in 
14C8, the following miracle took place : — 

" A priest, called Henry Otho, was one day saying 
mass, in Durn, in the diocess of Wurtzburg, and, 
through his want of caution, upset the chalice, and the 
sacred blood was spilled all over the corporal. It ap- 
peared at once of the real colour of blood, and in the 
middle of the corporal was an image of the crucifix, sur- 
rounded with several other images of the head of 
the Redeemer, crowned with thorns. The priest 
was terrified ; and although some other persons had 
already noticed the accident, he took up the corpo- 
ral and laid it under the altar-stone, that it might decay 
in some time, and nothing more would be known about 
it. God, however, did not wish that such a miracle 
should be concealed. The priest was at the point of 
death, and remorse of conscience troubled him even 
more than the agony he was suffering; he could bear it 
no longer, but confessed all, told where the corporal was 
concealed, and then died immediately. All was found 
to he as he stated, and God wrought other miracles to 
confirm its truth. The magistrates investigated the 
whole affair with the greatest caution and deliberation, 
and sent an authentic account of it to the Pope, and he 
published a brief, dated the 31st March, 1445, inviting 
all the devout faithful to ornament and enlarge the 
church honoured by so stupendous a miracle. 

'• Thomas Treter relates the next miracle. Some 
Jews bribed an unfortunate Christian servant woman to 
procure a consecrated Host for them, and when they got 
it, they brought h into a cavern, and cut it in little 
'■its on a table with their knives, in contempt of the 
Christian faith. The fragments immediately began to 
bleed; but instead of being converted by the miracle, 
they buried them in a field near the city of Posen, and 
went home. A Christian child soon after, who was 
taking care of some oxen, came into the field, and saw 
the consecrated particles elevated in the air, and shin- 
ing as if made of fire, and the cxen all on their knees, as 
(fin adoration, lie ran off at once, and told his father ; 
and when he found the fact to be as the child stated, he 
gave notice to the magistrates and the people. Crowds 
immediately followed him to the place, and all saw the 
particles of the sacred Host shining in the air, and the 
oxen kneeling in adoration. The bishop and clergy 
came at once in procession, and collecting the holy par- 
ticles into the pixes, they brought them to the church. 
A little chapel was built on the spot soon after, which 
W'enceslaus, King of Poland, converted into a sumptuous 
church, where Stephen Damaleniski, Archbishop of 
Gnesen, attests that he saw the sacred fragments stained 
with blood. 

" Tilman Bredembach relates that there lived in Eng- 
land, in 1384, a nobleman of the name of Oswald Mul- 
fer; he went to his village church one Easter, to receive 
his paschal communion, and insisted on being commu- 
nicated with a large Host. The priest, fearful of his 
power, if he denied him, placed the large Host on his 
tongue, but in the very act the ground opened under 
his feet, as if to swallow him, and he had already sank 
down to his knees, when he seized the altar, but that 
yielded like wax to his hand. He now, seeing the ven- 
geance of God overtaking him, repented of his pride, 
and prayed for mercy, and as he could not swallow the 
Host — for God would not permit him — the priest re- 
moved it, and replaced it in the tabernacle ; but it was 
all of the colour of blood. Tilman went on purpose to 
visit the place where this miracle happened : lie saw-, he 
says, the Host tinged with blood, the altar with the 
marks of Oswald's hands, and the ground into which he 
was sinking still hollow, and covered with iron bars. 
Oswald himself, he says, now perfectly cured of his 
pride, fell sick soon after, and died with sentiments of 
true penance." 

For the present we abstain from discussing 
whether Nicholas Serrarius, Thomas Tre- 
ter, or Tilman Bredembach are writers of the 
first character or not, or whether the alleged 
miracles above narrated are worthy of belief, or 
on a par with the more modern wonders of 
Rimini. Our present inquiry, and, of course, 
the preliminary one, is a more practical one, and 
confined to the mere matter of fact — Are such 
miracles as these really believed in by the intel- 
ligent and educated classes of Roman Catholics 
in Ireland, or are they ranked by them among 
pious frauds, winked at by those in authority, as 
a short cut to the edification of the vulgar ? We 
reserve our reasonings until we are better in- 
structed upon the matter of fact. What do edu- 
cated and pious Roman Catholics in Ireland 
really thiuk or believe upon this subject ? 



We cannot close the first year of pur labours 
without expressing our sincere satisfaction at the 
cordial reception which our pages have met with 
from all classes of our fellow-countrymen. We 
commenced those labours by undertaking to 
maintain the right of educated men to study the 
Holy Scriptures, and to discuss freely those dif- 
ferences which unfortunately exist among us; 
and we further undertook that such discussion 
should be carried on in the spirit of candour, 
fair play, and mutual good will. We look back 
with pride to the practical proof afforded in our 
pages that it is possible, even in Ireland, to con- 
duct controversy on both sides with earnestness 
and ability, without degenerating into the vulgar 
declamation of polemic strife, or descending to per- 
sonal scurrility. If truth and unity are ever to 
be attained, we feel more assured than ever that 
it will be through controversy, carried on in a 
mild and Christian spirit. In such a spirit we 
are, under God's blessing, determined to perse- 
vere. We hope, also, as we proceed, to render 
our labours not only accessible, but intelligible, 
to a still larger class of our fellow-countrymen, 
who are anxious to think for themselves, hide 
pendently of priestly thraldom. We have been 
disappointed but in one point — that we have not 
been able to induce any Roman Catholic priest 
to reply to a single article which has appeared 
in our columns. We inserted a friendly chal- 
lenge, in our first number, and repeated it 
again and again, to any priest or bishop of 
the Roman Catholic Church, in Ireland or Eng- 
and, to come forward and discuss, not orally, 
but in print, in our pages, in a spirit of can- 
dour and Christian kindness, the whole contro- 
versy. AVe announced that we did not require 
the writers publicly to give their names; so 
that, even if they failed, their church need not 
necessarily suffer. We now ask our readers 
why not a single Roman Catholic priest has ac- 
cepted our offer, and entered the field against 
us, while it is notorious that not a few of them 
have endeavoured to put us down in ways which, 
probably, they would tie ashamed to avow ? Why- 
is this? We think our readers will scarcely 
believe that they despise our efforts, or think us 
their inferiors in learning or powers of thought. 
If truth be on their side, and they feel convinced 
that it is so, why should they not boldly come 
forward to defend it, and prevent their flock* 
from being misled by what must be sophistry 
and untruth, if their views are the right ones ? 
We are still ready to receive their communica- 
tions; and all we require is, that Christian temper 
should be preserved ; and where aulhorities are 
cited, accurate references given to the volume, 
page, and exact edition, so that time may not be 
lost in, perhaps, a vain search. This we have 
always ourselves done, and shall continue to do, 
with scrupulous fidelity, being anxious only for 
one thing — the attainment of truth — and deeply- 
convinced that nothing is greater than truth, 
and that ultimately it must and will prevail. 

A corY of the following letter having been for- 
warded to us, we think it deserving of publica- 
tion. We greatly regret that the arrangement 
contemplated in it was not carried into' effecU 
We can conceive nothing more desirable for pro- 
moting a calm and dispassionate inquiry after 
truth than that the clergy of the two Churche» 
should enter into amicable proceedings of this 
kind ; and we heartily regret that the Rev. Mr. 
O'Mullane did not proceed with what he at first 
agreed to. 

This letter raises a serious question, whether 
" the index of the Council of Trent" be in force 
in the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland. Son • 
have affirmed that it is, others that it is not. 
This is a question which Roman Catholics in 
Ireland should wish to have cleared up: we 
invite communications on the subject. It will be 



